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HOUSE RERQLUTION Mo,

Introdueed by Reps. NERI JAVIER COLMENARES and TEDDY A. CASINO

RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND CONDOLENCES OF THE HOLSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OMNTHE DEMISE OF WILLIAM “BILLY" FUMA-AY CLAVER,
HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER, CHAMPION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES RIGHTS,
FOUNDING CHAIR DF THE CORCILLERA PEOPLES ALLIANCE, AND
FIOTORADLE MEMDER OF TIIE CIGITTII COMNGRESS, REPRESEMTIMNG T111E
LONE DISTRICT OF THE PROVINCE OF KALINGA-APAYAQ

WHEREAS, the Filipino pecple lost a ploneer boman vights and peoples lawyer when William
“Bally™ Funa-ay Claver, passed away on December 13, 2001 a1 the age of 75;

WHEREAS, Claver was born in Mankavan, Benguet 1o Ludivico Ofo-ob Claver and Maria Funa-ay
m Bontee, Mounmin Province on July 16, 1936, He married [ane Abeva of Sagada, Mt Province.

They have seven chaldin: Avacgaws and Endenns (hoth deceased), Balag-ey, Cabnah, Dwahgan,
Farpaw and Lkachay;

WHEREAS, Claver fiaished law at the San Beda College m 1960, and passed the bar in the sume
vear. He suarted his poblic semdiee careeras fooen -onmeine of Mankayan, Henguer mn 1963 arncl in
1987 o 1992, he served as lone disooer presenanye, afrer a short term as Officer-in-Charpe of the
provinee of Kalinga-Apavao,

WHIEREAS, Any. Claver lawyvered for the Kalinga indigenous peoples in the celebrated case agunst
the Chico River Dam Project ir the 19705, He alio fipured in many other human nghts cases

involving the peoples of the Cerdillera and Norchern Luzon in the dark yeass of the Marcos fascist
dicmiorsiap;

WHEREAS, he was u member of the Free Lega. Assistance Group (FLACG) along with Senarors
Jeme W Dioloro, sid Lovenzo Taiada Bur Claver was che anly FLA G member in Sorthern Toron
i the most batal period of the dietarorshup. He dared 1o stand vp for the nghts of the Cordilera
Peoples during Marnal Law when most lawyers were ntmadated by the raleary, He defended
victims of hunan righes violatons who were moady poor firmers;



WHEREAS, as a congressmuan, Claver championed the vights of all indigenous peoples in the
whole country. He chaired the House Commertee on Narional Cultural Communities and sponsored
anel consiarendy lobbied for Flouse Bl Mos 428, 349013 and 2403, the forenmners of the present
Republic Act No. 8371, also known as the Indipenous Peaples Rights Act {IPRA) of 1997;

WHEREAS, the Cordillern Peoples Alliance (CPA}) of which he was founding charperson, paid
Claver an apt mbure a3 “one of the foremost toulbluzers inthe mainstreanm cnmlul%'n (o l-"-']"-'l“r

asserton of collective indigenous peoples nghes in the Cordillera and in the mainsteam campaign
andd assertion of individual human mghss™,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVELD, that the House of Representatives expresses its
|1rq:-5'uur1-;| condolences of the on the detmse of Woilliam “Rally” Funa-ay Claver, homan sights bwyer,
chawpion of indigenous peoples nghes, founding chair of the Cordillera Peoples Alliance, and
Honomable Member of the Eighth Congress, cepresentng the lone districe of the province of
Boalinga- Apayac.
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